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The inscriptions of Seibal have played an 
important role in recent studies of the history of the 
Petexbatun region. Kelley (1977) and Closs (1979) 
included the date on Aguateca Stela 2 and Dos Pilas 
Stela 2 in their analyses of Maya astronomical dates 
and Closs correctly identified the date as a first 
appearance of Venus as Eveningstar. Riese (1984) 
used the iconography of these two stelae to associate 
the star-shell events with warfare. With this associa- 
tion came the recognition pioneered by Peter 
Mathews that both of these stelae record warfare 
against Seibal in which the ruler Ich’ak-Balam was 
taken captive. 

Additional studies of the Petexbatun region by 
Houston and Mathews (1985) and Houston (1993) 
have continued these studies and demonstrated that 
the Dos Pilas/Aguateca hegemony dominated Seibal 
through at least 9.18.5.0.0. However, the later 
monuments associated with Structure A3 and nearby 
groups usually have been interpreted as the products 
of groups of intruder lords from some other area. 
Their lack of head shaping, their long hair, and some 
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of the iconography fed Thompson (1970:38-43) to 
identify the late lords of Seibal as Putun invaders. 
His article along with the analysis of Itza traits by 
Kowalski (1989) are the best compilations of 
evidence for these interpretations. 

Recently, we were working on the inscriptions 
of Seibal in preparation for Matthews's thesis on 
that site. We were going through the inscriptions 
when we realized that the text on Stela 11 holds 
information that is critical to the understanding of 
the Terminal Classic history of the site. In January, 
1994, I was able to spend several hours working 
with this monument at Seibal. Using binoculars I 
was able to check the detail of the inscription. 

The text on Stela 11 begins with an introductory 
glyph as a cr date best read as 6 Kawak 17 Sip (Fig. 
1). The event for this date is hul tan Seibal, “he 
arrived in the center of Seibal.” The actor is named 
with the Bolon-Ab-Ta title that is consistently 
included in the name of the ruler who commissioned 
Structure A-3 and its stela. 

The critical passage is next. It begins with u 
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Seibal Stela 11 


begins kahiy Ti Kan E? Waxak Pet Ah K’an Witznal, 
“by the doing of At Four ??? Eight Spindlewhorls, 
He of Ucanal.” The first glyph in the name includes 
the e frog and what may be a cartouche penetrated 
by a Bone . Nikolai Grube is testing a hypothesis 
that the bone cartouche is k'e and that the name is 
Kan Ek’. 

Thompson called attention to the fact that the 
contemporary Ucanal monument, Stela 4 (Fig. 2), is 
the most foreign of the late monuments there, but we 
think it is less foreign than previously thought. It 
depicts a scattering rite in a style that is quite 
consistent with contemporary stela at Tikal, Ixlu, 
and Jimbal. Moreover, there are precedents for all of 
the imagery in earlier monuments at Tikal. Even the 
floating warrior with his spearthrower and darts are 
consistent with earlier war imagery in the Central 
Peten, 

The Seibal text provides critical information 
about where Bolon-Ab-Ta’s origin. The date is the 
earliest associated with his activities and it signals 
his arrival at Seibal under the authority of a Lord of 
Ucanal. That site played a critical role in the earlier 
wars between Tikal, Naranjo, and Caracol. Its earlier 
allegiance is not entirely clear, but it seems to have 
been on Caracol’s side in the Naranjo war. If this is 
a long term signal, then it could have been part of 
the Calakmul hegemony event at this late date. 

A lord from Calakmul, as well as ones from 
Tikal and Motul de San Jose, appear as visitors to 
the 10.1.0.0.0 event at Stela 10 (Fig. 3). Whether or 
not, Ucanal was allied with Calakmul, this text 
makes it clear that the Structure A-3 was installed on 
the throne of Seibal from Ucanal. This makes the 
late history of Seibal a continuation of earlier 
political history rather than a break with it. 

The text then continues with another Aulih verb 


followed by two glyphs prefixed by the numbers 
four and eight. Simon Martin (personal communica- 
tion, 1993) has provisionally identified as refer- 
ences to palanquins and the patron gods that ride on 
them. This reading has yet to be proven, but we 


Ucanal Stela 4 


Seibal Stela 10 
Fig. 3 


think its is a good possibility. If the reading is 
correct, then the palanquins that usually bear the 
patron gods and the nawals of Seibal and its rulers 
arrived with the new king. The passage ends with 
the Seibal eg, thus naming these palanquins as 
divine lords. 

The next passage begins with a dn of one day 
leading to 10 Ahaw 18 Zip, with a notation of the pe 
written apparently as lakun pik.' Then a dn of 1 
k’atun leads to “5 Ahaw 3 K’ayab, the first k’atun,” 
or 10.1.0.0.0. This is also the date of the Ucanal 
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monument above. Finally, we have u kahiy and the 
personal names of Bolon-Ab-Ta. 
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1. This needs to be checked against the original monument. I did not take notes on this glyph. 


